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DIRECT; 


ISONAE 


Q. Admiral Rab«r% did you accept 
appointment as Ctstggl fit of Central Intelligence* 
and then resign aMH only fourteen months ia 
that post? 

A. 1 accepted appointment because the President ashed me to take 
the position. At the time* the President told me 1 could remain at 
the Job as long as he was President or until each time as 1 loll that 
the beet available eaeceeeor was ready to relieve me. There was 
no question in my mind, whoa X tendered my resignation* that 
Richard Helms* my successor as Director of Central Intelligence, 
was eminently qualified for the pest and the President agreed. 


Q. When did you send year letter ef resignation 
to the President? 

A, In early Jane. The President gave me dae notice of his acceptance, 
of his regret a* my departure, and of hie appreeiatloa ef my work. 

The President aeaouaced my resignation oa Jane IS. 


Q. Are yea rstoralag to Aerojet or some other 
eascntlve position in big business ? 


A. I am returning te the Aerojet -General Corporation 


tnier 


officer. 
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O. Is U true that wttfefta the €U there wee 
criticism ef your lack of knowledge of 

foreign r— dries, of your alleged failure to 
really get deeply interested iu the intelligence 
aide of the Agency? 

A. 1 suppose there may have been a few people In the Agency who 
may have felt that way, bet certainly the Agency continued to do its 
job effectively and efficiently, and 1 can assure you that 1 lived, 
ate, and slept intelligence all the time I was Director. The work 
of the Agency is se important that its people tees always turned to 
and dene their job. 

Q. The statement has been made several times 
In the press that morale suffered at GLA during 
yeur tenure there. Do you have any comment on this ? 

A. X just do sot heiieve this to be true. Among CIA personnel, 

dedication to work and loyalty to government are the keynotes. 

Lowered morale would have reflected Itself ia lowered effectiveness. 

Effectiveness was always high. 

Q. Were you frustrated and upset by Press rad 
Congressional criticism of your work? 

A. No. As President Truman once said, if you can't stand the heat, 

get out of the kitchen. The President was satisfied with my work and 

after&ll he is the CIA's principal customer. As a public official 1 

expected criticism, some fair, some foul. It's part of official life. 

* 2 * 
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Q. What have you 4mm. in yowr own opinion, 
to better the CIA, whet Impact have you left 
as a resalt el year 14 masfh s of leadership? 

A. Among things I leel tree to discuss, we initiated new management 

methods based upon long-range planning to meet the requirement of 

having the world's beet intelligence service at reasonable cost. Wo 

developed new and improved machinery to insure that oar government's 

top policy-making officers were kept advised* In a timely way, of 

significant international developments. These, I think, are the twe 

primary accomplishments. 


Q. Reviewing year multi-faceted dalles in intelligence 
as the Director of Centre! Intelligence, as Director of 
CXA, as the President's principal adviser on foreign 
intelligence, what one thing in all thoso Jobe has given 
yea the most sati sf a cti o n el having tote well for our 
cenatry? 

A. It is of coarse a high honor and privilege to serve the President 
in any capacity. I get particular satisfaction from the association 
with some of the meet capable, professional, and dedicated men and 
women ! have ever known. The V. S. Government and the American 
people are well-served by those who work in tie In t ellig ence Held, 


Q. Did yen have anything to do with the President's 
selection of Richard Helms, year Deputy, to succeed 
yon as Director of Central Intelligence ? 

A. Yes. Mr. Helm# has spent more than 20 years la the intelligence 

business. He is an intelligence "pro” In every sense el the word. He 

is well-known and highly regarded by the Congress and the government's 
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He ha* all the necessary — rrrtsirt to make It a 
Mtalaty* la my mind, that he wi ft he an effective and successful 
Director. * 


Q. What le year opinion of the competence of 
Mr. Helms ae a professional Intelligence officer 
and «f the view he will he mere suceeaefal ha the 
Intelligence com munity and with the Congress 
yen had been? 

A. Mr. Helms has a deep and keen knowledge of international affaire} 
he is ffaent in French and ha German, has lived and worked nhread 
as a student, intelligence officer and as a newspaper correspondent, 
attended schools In Switzerland and in Germany *• he's the tops in 
the field ef foreign Intelligence. 
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MISSIONS AN© FUNCTIONS 


Q ^ <rf t^Hi CXA ? 

Why doaa & m&*1 u a *«cr«t Agency 

mm>Tr~ uiiboor •»* damaceati* 

ifiWy ? 

A. ciA»a tetaMilt and aaaanttal wfe to * 

»*«a*atef iaforaatiaa aad reporting to * • s * govaramant toadara 
oa tha political* ec o n omi c, aoeial, and military eanditioaw la 
foftifB ceuatria*. Our yeftay mekere c a nnM b*Uit to do llotff 
job* in tba dark. They’ve got to !««• tba facta. CIA *ttppUe* <k * 

| facta and tba aktastta of what ia likely to hayycn, 

PmtI Harbor taught «a tko valoa of and noad far oeet 
posaible iatelltgence. TkU ceantry moat never again bo caught 
by aorjnriaa. particularly ia tbla day and ago whan aaaaa deatroetkm 
could occur ao frickty. 

Tbo CIA la also raaponaiblo for cartala tyyaa of «#rk that *®a«t 
ba done qoUtly* taconaylcuoualy, without fanfare. aa directed 
by higher authority. 

*► 5 ao 

t 
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Q. I wader stand tkat CIA’s csrart action 
program* are vary extensive and vary 
expensive. Are they realty n e ce ssary 
aov whan our relation* wift the USSR 
have improved? 


A. Too* Thi* is a qnestion I canast answer 1m detail, Bet this 
roach, 1 believe, is certain. Oar country canal foreswear nay 
tool, any service, any advantage, any weapon which may he of 
nee in preserving oar security sad in meeting any challenge te 
oar wny at life* As ia the ease of military w eapon s, we can 
hope net to have to wso thorn, hut they shoeld he in car ar senal . 


• 4 • 
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Q. Vlat tf« tlM 4«ti«s «i ft! OCIt v 
Wwl are CIA's specific roapons ibttiti it 
mat la the intelligence community (USIB) ? 

A. The duties of the Director, as prescribed by law, derive from the 

law which established the CIA hi 1947. Re U the intelligence adviser 

to the National Security Council and the President. He is the man 

who must coordinate the total foreign intelligence effort (CIA ia only 

one of several Agencies fas Dm intelligence field. ) And, of courso, 

ho is Director of the CIA. 

The intelligence commo n tty la bast shown by listing those ageneiee 
which comprise the V. S, Intelligence Board, or RD. Chairman of 
USUI ie the Director ef Central Intelligence. USB members are the 
Deputy Director ef CIA, the Director ef the Defence Intelligence 
Agency, the head ef the intelligenc e hereon ef the State Department, 
the Director ef the National Security Agency and the chiefs sf the 
intelligence components in the FBI, and the Ataml o Fnergy Commission. 
The heeds sf Army* Navy and Air recce intelli g ence meet with HSU 
as observer*. 

USIB la la effect e kind ef beard sf dira tter s overseeing the 
government's foreign intelligence work. It m ee ts weekly* semetimee. 

In criats, mere f rogu s wt ly. One ef Urn major task* ie the establ ishm e nt 
ef priority quotUene hi need ef answers. Another ie the preparation 
ef national tateUigenco sstimatos for the Pi ee blent end hie 
policy-making officials, the key assessments or appraisals ef foreign 
situations and outlook. 
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Q. Are the National IntsUigmcs Estimates 
the responsibility c f tho Director of Central 
lntolltgenea or ara they, as soma elate, 

»» » cwnaM denominator** type of agreement 


by USIB aa a committee? 

A. Thejr ara tba responsibility of the Director of Central Intelligence. 
The members of USIB who dissent from any part ef an NXE make their 
dissent a matter of record in the document itself, so it is known what 


is net agreed to, awl by whom. Tims, an estimate clearly states 
yrs and con, agreement and disagr eeme n t . Under this system we de 
not roach wateroA-down or "c ommo n d enomin a tor * 1 cenetasiens. 


Q. Is U. 3. totSUJgcneo accomplishing 
or failing, improving or doeltotog? 


A. Ho intsUigsnce official worth hie Salt anywhere hi the world 
would ever elate te bo oatisflod so long as any goootlons remain 
unanswered. Bet I am convinced that U. S. totottigonea ie feed 


and getting hatter. Seme sf the beet minds — analytic end 
scientific •* are werkiag to the totaUlganeo field. The importance 
of Intelligence to growing! our ability to develop Unproved end 


sophisticated 


te aegaire Information to Uhowj sa growing. 
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C. What are the need* of CIA in p e r ai mn e t ? 

What t|pM of professional people do ywhwt 
Mil aNd? What type of clerical Mil ether 
non-professional people do you hava and need? 

Do you recruit opealy like other gov immwt 
agencies ? How many people are there 
employ e d fry CIA? 

A. Tho CIA i\alway«, day la and day oot iMfcif graduate* with 
advanced dogroaa from accredited colleges and universities. 
Intallact and character and willingness (a «m e*e*s country ere 
attributes wo look for. Wo need generalists in every discipline; 
specialists with foreign languages and knowledge ef foreign 
coustriaa; man and w oman with universal minds «dm In any 


work anonymously* About 80% of the Agency's 


have 


college degree#} shoot *0% have Master's or Deder'e degrees. 


Service with CIA Is most rewarding, aa it 


a part ef the 


defense of the s e cur ity ef the United States. A gparter ef CIA's 
professional personnel have been with the Agency fer mere than 
15 years and 77% have had ten years er mere ef hdeiUgenee 
experience. Like ether government agencies end private hoeineea 


concerns, we reernit openly, sending teams te 


colleges end 


universities, %'s advertise in newspapers, msgastnes and 
professional journal*. CIA employees come from ever 606 different 
colleges and universities. The number cf CIA emp loy e s* cannot ho 
divulged; tills is a statutory requirement. 
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O. How good is tho opposition? 

A, Oar "opposition" the Communist intelligence apparatus «* 
is highly skilled and professional. Their o p e ra tises are mere 
numerous than oars, their budget is larger, and they hare been 
active in the field for a longer time than we have. The U. S. 
didn't really begin to develop an intelligence service entil we found 
ourselves In World War Two and had to have one. As a matfcar of 


fact, wo did net heve a central intelligence orga nis a tion until 
after World War Two. 


Q. Has the CIA over boon penetrated 
b y foreign enemy agents ? 

A. Not to my knowlodge. But CIA Is never cemplaeeet about this. 
Thor# is elaborate eereening and testing of all prospective 
employees end recurrent security cheeks en ell employee*. 

This is necessary because we know tkat the Agency is a top target 
for penetration by the opposition. 


- 10 - 
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Q. Are iiurttfl 
^MIVTM CaUeOS 


erry to the CIA? 


A. PUc latWH «f cleaetfted information — ln aduort oa t e* 
otherwise — are damaging and a source of groat concern. Aa to 
"political preaeurea.” the CXA ia politically neutral. Its jab ia 
to report facte *- objectively and without paeeie* er coloring. 
There ia no "political pressure” oat the Agency, and lor thoir part. 
Agency personnel are noa«poUtical. 


O. Dean the Agency have any htauai 
security or police pewere within the 
United Statea? 

A. Nona, ether than to look to the internal security of the CIA. 
The FBI, under S, Edgar Hoover, ia responsible for the internal 
se cu rity of the United States. 


- U - 
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Q. Why 4© torn* Congressmen an d «m 
of the Press crttieiee the CIA for 
fulfilling ths ruiOM for which it woo 
established ? Aro such critic* "stupid," 
uninformed, do they no* understand 
what tho Communist na t i on s do to 
pamnitrats our socrots? How do you 
explain ths statements by soms that ths 
Agency is doing its job well but that it 
should not exist? 


A. Somo, I suppose, say these things to get the headline*. Seas* 
say then because it is fashionable in some circles t* knock the CIA. 
As the President said recently, when Mr. Helms was sworn in as 
my successor, "Praised or daunted (and we are living in an era 
where men els spend all their time concerned with the protection 
of the security «i their country are frequently d a mn ed aeor* than 
they are praised) these men must go a b o ut their work without 
standing up for hens and ef speaking eat in their *«» defense.” 

The point is, the CIA doe* an essential job. Pm proud to hare 
been a part of it. I see an obvious, compelling need for it# 


continued existence and I intend to tell 


X see how Important 


the work is and hew worthy the CIA is of the confidence of the 
American pe ople . 


m |2 *» 
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CONTROLS 


Q. The charge is often made that the CIA 
has so much power and money that it carries on 
its own foreign policies without regard to other 
U. S. interests and beyond the control of the 
State Department. Is this true or false? 

A, The charge is false. The CIA operates within U. S. policy 

guidance and is thoroughly responsive to a number of various types 

of controls and checks and balances. 


Q. What form of controls are placed upon the Agency? 

A. First and foremost, the CIA is part of the Executive Department. 

It Is subor&nate to the President and the National Security Council. 

Members of the National Security Council include the Secretary of 
State and the Security of Defense. 

Important matters concerning CIA's work are reviewed by a 
special committee* consisting of representatives from the State and 
Defense Departments , the White House staff and the CIA. This 
committee was established by direction of the National Security Council in 1955 . 

Overseas, our representatives are subordinate to the 
Ambassadors, who are the chiefs of American diplomatic missions. 

In Washington, there is the President's Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board, first established under President Eisenhower in 1956 . 
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Currently this Board, chaired by Mr. Clark Clifford, includes such 
other eminent Americana as Dr. William O. Baker, Mr. Gordon Gray, 
Dr. William Danger, Mr. Robert Murphy, Mr. Frank Pace* Jr. , 

Dr. Edwin Land, General Maxwell Taylor and Admiral John Sides. 

The Board meets regularly with the Director of Central 
Intelligence and heads of other Intelligence agencies and looks into 
the ac com pUahraents or shortcomings of the entire U. S. intelligence 
effort. Special subcommittees of the Board are in continuous session. 
The Board is a very constructive force* 

In addition, the CXA budget Is reviewed fully by the Bureau of 
the Budget, which requires the same assurances and justifications for 
expenditures of Intelligence agencies that it requires from any other 
part of our government. The CIA is not immune from detailed 
examination of our requests by the Bureau, neat ere we exempt from 
its skillful pruning knife. 

As to Congress* ever since the CIA was established, the 
Director has been authorized and directed to keep special subcommittees 
of the House and Senate fully informed of C3A activities and CXA 
assessments of international situations* In the House, the 
Appropriations Committee and Armed Services Committee each have 
a special subcommittee for this purpose. Ther# are corresponding 
subcommittees in the Senate. CXA is completely responsive to 
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^RC 


questions from these subcommittees* no matter how sensitive. 
Meetings ere frequent. In my first 12 weeks as Director X met 
i? times with these Congressional groups. For 1965* the Director 
or senior officers met 34 times with the four subcommittees. 


Q. Would you say this is an adequate substitute 
for supervision by the Foreign Relations Committee 
of the Senate ? 

A. I don't think the two situations are at all comparable. (As I have 
said) the organisation of Congressional committees is a matter for 
Congress to decide itself. This Board was appointed by the President 
of tie United States and is directly responsible to him* just as toe 
Director of Central Intelligence, is. The Board serves the President 
directly in scrutinising the activities of the intelligence agencies in 
detail. The existence of the Board* however* does insure an objective 
review by distinguished citizens who are not members of the government 
of ail of the activities of the CIA and the intelligence community. 


Q. In your view* are these controls effective ? Can 
we be assured that CIA's actions are in keeping with 
U„ S. foreign policy objectives as agreed by the State 
Department and the National Security Council? 

A. Yes. I believe the controls are effective. And they reflect the 

typical American political tradition of prudent checks and balances. 

The CIA is, like other agencies of government* an instrument of 
service and dedicated to pursuing national objectives in support of 
agreed policy. 
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Q. Senator Fulbright and Senator McCarthy have 
said that CIA makes foreign policy and, therefore, 
that the Senate Foreign Halations Committee should 
participate in centred of the Agency, 

A. CIA's main job is to produce finished national intelligence for the 

President and other policymakers on any activities or events abroad 

which may affect the national security. This is, therefore, one of 

the bases on which policy is mads, but the Agency does not itself 

make or recommend policy. I am not going to talk about or respond 

to questions about classified activities of the Agency except that it 

does nothing except in response to policy guidance from outside the 

Agency. 


Q. Are you in agreement with Senator Russell that 
his Senate Armed Service Committee, "by rules 
and practices of the Senate" Mis the principal 
Congressional authority over the CIA ? 

A. This Is a matter tor the Senate or the Congress to decide. A 

Congressman is in far better position than X to decide on how to 

organize a Congressional body te do a job. 
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Q. Do you agree with Vice President Humphrey 
who in a HEARST panel discussion said he favored 
in the legislative Branch a counterpart to the 
National Security Council ... ’’where you put the 
whole oversight of national security into one, orderly 
joint committee where the Congress can discuss the 
whole range of foreign and national security policy. 

All matters, including Central Intelligence operations 
could be freely discussed. ■' 

A. If the Congress establishes such a committee, and the President 
so directs, the CIA would of course comply and participate. 

It is my personal view, however, that any administration might 
find some practical political difficulties in this. Joint committees 
can and do work but neuatty in specialised fields Uke printing, economics, 
and atomic energy. One on national security affairs would cover such 
a broad field that I believe there would be serious jurisdictional problems 
between the Executive and Legislative Depar tment s - 


Q. Is there reason to fear for security of some 
Congressional bodies, say the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee , as Senator Russell has 
Indicated ? 

A. Inadvertent disclosures of classified information have a way of 
damaging our foreign policy interests. I have no reason to believe 
that the members of Congress have any less interest in protecting 
the national interest than officials of the Executive Branch. 
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1 will say this, never in the history of CSA relationship* with the four 
select Congressional committees wUk which the Agency deals has there 
been a security breach. These committees are* of course, folly familiar 
with the sensitivity of the Information given them by the Agency. 
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS AND SPECIFIC 13SPE3 


Q. Ctt fw tilt w hew the CIA contribute# 

»• regard# the making of Amor icon policy 
in Vietnam; how yen personally fool abet* 
the President* a policy there? 

A. Agency personnel in Vietnam ore wader the control of 

Ambassador Lodge and participate in the work of the Embassy there 

as required. In Washington, CIA aspects on Vietnam produce daily 

intelligence reports as a vital eontribntion to ear government’s 

cons id sr at ion of Ate leones. 

The CIA, of coarse, le net responsible for deciding matters sf 
policy, but is in position to ad v lee policy* makers on the 
consequences or likely international results sf any given policy 
decision. We supply this advice wben we are eebed for it and we 
are asked frequently. 

(Personal views on Vietnam * up to Admiral Reborn. ) 


Q. How deep is the Sino-Sovlet split? 
What ere the implications of this rift? 


A. There is little question in my mind that Moscow’s and Peiptng’s 
views on various international issues are in fu nd am en t a l divergence. 
I personally believe however that «« cannot take much solace from 
this. Crises will be with us for e long time to come. Pm afraid. 
We've got to keep our guard up. 
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Q. A lot of mivtraiHM tf think 

th«y rtwflj not have anything to do with 
C LA and claim that Michigan StatO 
University was need as a cover lor 
CIA operations. 

A. MSU wa* not used in any way a* a cover for CLA operations. 

The University had an AID contract lor police training In 
Southeast Asia and neither AID nor the University had people with 
the knowledge and expertise required for the trntnhy program. 

The Agency had people ee qualified and at the reqneet el AID* 
and with the knowledge of MSU. detailed employee# to this pr«gram» 
and these emp loyee# were merely a part el the police training 
9 team. As to the eeiattens with universities generally. I oee no 

roason why tho U.S. Government should net gel the benefit of the 
vast kaowladge and rossarch capabilities of the academic community, 
and research lor tho U. S. Government does net In any way affect 
academic freedom nor should it in any way impugn tha repetitions 
of the U. S. universities la this coeat ry or abroad. Tho national 
security is faced with an enormous variety of complex problems 
that need tho beet minds to work on them w herever they can be found. 
We accept cooperation in One matters} wo certaialy do not twist 
arms to got it. 
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O. Recently, R t trg t Carver, a CIA 
official. had aa article an Vietnam 
published in FOREIGN AIT AIRS without 
tdanttf Uatiea as a Government toyltyti* 
Senate* Fulb right asked if CIA weald kave 
cleared an article for p u b l ication ky a 
CIA eiwyleyae U seek article w ere critical 
of Die Administration. Wket*t year newer? 


A. CIA empl oyee s do net pe k llsk articles as a 


ef s uppo rting 


or criticising tke Reticles ef the Administration. On thr^e 


occasions. 


aa Agency employee dees edbrnSt an article far 


publication. Agency regn lations require that it net violate security 
or disclose cl a s s i f i e d Information. 
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O. ISVMStlA durgM CtA U aeftat A mar lean 
▼ Utter* la tkc USSR a« apiae. la it a faiaa 
•f tra* charge? 

A, ISVXSTIA aa* tta propaganda afforta can aaaad pretty a&iy at tinea. 

Q, Dace tk» Soviat Uaiaa spy la tha H. S. 
aaai if aa aha la Aair chief apy? 

A. Of course ft does. Tha Chief of tha Soviet inttlligaara 

department ** tha KGB — is Vladimir Semichaatny. 


TOTHR 
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q, There have been t number of newspaper 
and mega sine etoriee about an ex-RAF pilot 
named Hawke who la under indictment for 
illegally exporting B-E6 air plane# to Portugal. 

He has said publicly that he was authorised to 
Hy these planes to Portugal by CIA and that 
this will be hi# defense. V/faat authority doe# 

OA have to authorise #uch a transaction? 

A. Normally I would not comment on a specific question e£ this hind, 

but In this case* CIA has denied any Involvement with Hawke. OA 


never 


employed or utilised Hawk# la any capacity or took any part 


la tbe traasfer of B-26* s to Portugal* 
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Q. Is C«Mir*l Edward a CIA 

r <pr »» wUtWt in VlAtt* ttl U Me 
pacification plan a CIA plan? 

A. General Lansdale la not a CIA representative In Vietnam. CIA la 
interested In and help* with U. S. efforts te peclfy arena la South 
Vietnam previously under Viet Cong control and to kelp Ike South 
Vietnamese to Improve their social and economic nitrations. 


O. Was the Berlin tnenel a CIA prelect? 
Whs CIA responsible lor unseating 
Premier Mossadeq in Iren and ler toppling 
the pro-Communlst A r bens government In 
Gnatemala la the 1950*0? 

A. I cannot comment on thee# matters. 
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q„ Buii| Hie claim on sa article by 
Patricia Blake ia the April IfW «< 

the magasiae ENCOUNTER, Vladimir 
Kochetov aaya Soviet foot Evtssboahe sod 
hii friends have been consorting lift * 
Amorieaa female CIA ag oat. Miss Blake had 
doocribod how she and ethers sopped o ft 
chocolate and sweet champagne la the Actoi*» 
dob ia Moscow. Pooo CIA have fom a fo 
• fioo and to Mia* Blaho 


as 


A. Lot tho Cumnwo1«t» weed or. I bars bo 
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O. THE HEW YORK TIMES, to Bo 
o ori os it CIA, and •• bolero ft# Bl book 
H Tho Invisible Oovorttmoat*' — published 
%«lto a bit el data pertaining to CIA’s 
apparatus sad ways ol delag boolaoss. 

Has this boon damaging to tho Agoacy and 
Its work? 

A. Too. Anything writtea shoot intatUganoo activities 
or fiction. Is potentially damaging to oar eenntry 
relations. ft also provides grist for tho mill* si Communist 
propa ga nd a . 


last 
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